410             CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART
Against the stout knights that he had
With him, who smote like men gone mad 5                            11,150
So fierce their charge and their career
That soon the waterside was clear
Of Turks. They drove them all away,
And after that they seized on stray
Barrels and wooden boards, broad planks,
Old ships and galleys from the banks.
And blocked the shore as a defense
Between them and the Saracens.
The king set knights and sergeants there
And arbalesters, who took care                                           n,i6o
To harass well the infidels.
The latter sent forth shrieks and yells
And fled, scattered and impotent.
RICHARD   RECAPTURES  JAFFA
Up a round stair the king now went,
Which to the Templars' house doth lead:
He was the first one to succeed
In entering the town. He found
Three thousand Saracens all round
The fort engaged in plundering
And carrying off everything.                                                 11,170
King Richard, bravest in the world,
Soon as he topped the wall unfurled
His banners, flinging them on high
And showing them against the sky
To the Christian folk whom he relieved.
And just as soon as they perceived
Them, "Holy Sepulcher!" they cried
In unison j they did not bide
Or stay, but took their arms and armed
Themselves. The pagans were alarmed                                11,180
When they saw how our men descended,
What Turkish corpses lay extended
On earth, whom the king's strokes laid low!